
 

International Student vaccinations 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  

 

 
1) Do I need to be vaccinated for COVID-19 before entering Scotland/UK to 
study? 

 
Answer: It is not currently a requirement that an international student is vaccinated 

in order to study in the UK, although you are strongly encouraged to get vaccinated 
before you arrive, if possible.  
 
 
2) Will I need to be tested for the virus and also have to quarantine on arrival? 

 
If you are a student coming to Scotland for study, you will be subject to current 
testing and quarantine rules like everyone else.  

 
Further information on testing and quarantine for international students can be found 
on the Student Information Scotland website: 
https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/coronavirus/term-three 

 
 
3) How do I check what vaccinations I should have when I arrive?  

 
Answer: International students should all check to see what vaccination they may 

need. You can check here www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/internationalstudents  
 
 
4) I am an international student and I’ve already had a 1st dose of a vaccine that 
is approved for use in the UK (e.g. Pfizer). How will I get my second dose In 
Scotland? 

 
Answer: Your institution is working with local health professionals and you will be 

given further information about COVID-19 vaccinations by your institution in due 
course. The COVID-19 vaccine is provided free of charge in Scotland. 
 

 
5) I am an international student and I have already had a 1st and 2nd dose of a 
vaccine that is recognised by the UK. Do I need to do anything? 
 

Answer: No. You have an accepted complete course and are therefore up to date at 

present.  
 
 

6) I am an international student and I have had no vaccinations for COVID-19 - 
what should I do? 
 
Answer: You will need a course of 2 doses of vaccine (8 weeks apart).  

You will be given further information about COVID-19 vaccinations by your institution 
in due course. The COVID-19 vaccine is provided free of charge in Scotland. 
 
 

https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/coronavirus/term-three
http://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/internationalstudents


 
7) I am an international student and I’ve already had a 1st or a 1st & 2nd dose of 
a vaccine not recognised by the UK. What should I do?  

 
Answer:  This document is used by health professionals (see table in Appendix 1 of 

document) and will guide you to what vaccines we recognise, and what would 
happen in your circumstance : www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-
vaccination-programme-guidance-for-healthcare-practitioners 
 

For vaccines in the final section of the table that are not recognised yet in the UK 
(based on our evidence review), you will need a further vaccination with a UK 
recognised vaccine. 
 

You will be given further information about COVID-19 vaccinations by your institution 
in due course. The COVID-19 vaccine is provided free of charge in Scotland. 
 
 
8) Where do I find out about the vaccines available in the UK? 
 
Answer:  Further information can be found at: The coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine 

(nhsinform.scot)   and www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/internationalstudents 

 
 
9) I have received both doses of a COVID-19 vaccine. Do I still need to follow 
all COVID-19 guidance and regulations? 

 
Answer: Yes. To prevent the spread of the virus to others, it’s important that 

everyone continues to follow the Scottish Government’s FACTS advice and adheres 
to COVID-19 guidance. If you experience COVID-19 symptoms, you must still self-

isolate and seek a COVID-19 test.  
 
Your institution will provide you with information on guidance specific to universities, 
colleges and student accommodation. You can also find further information on the 

Student Information Scotland website.   
 
 
10) I currently live in Scotland but will be leaving soon to study abroad. What 

will happen to my eligibility for vaccination? 

 
Answer:  You should check with the relevant country’s authorities and your host 

institution to see what you will need to do before and once you arrive at your 

destination. 
 
Depending on when you leave Scotland, you may have had none; one or both of the 
current course of COVID-19 vaccination recommended for you. Currently, all 18-29 

year olds in Scotland are scheduled with an appointment for vaccination over June to 
mid-July. If the date given to you does not suit you, you can visit the appointment 
checker to view your appointment and look for a reschedule slot: 
https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid19vaccineinvitations  Please be aware that there 

are clinical reasons why the 2nd dose must be a certain number of weeks after the 
first – and we cannot go under the guidance (e.g. to fast track a 2nd dose). 
 
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-programme-guidance-for-healthcare-practitioners
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-programme-guidance-for-healthcare-practitioners
https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine
https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine
http://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/internationalstudents
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/08/coronavirus-covid-19-facts-poster-translations/documents/english/english/govscot%3Adocument/20-21-%2BFACTS%2BPoster%2BEvolution%2B-%2BEnglish%2B-%2BMar%2B2021.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-and-protect/pages/who-needs-to-self-isolate/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-and-protect/pages/who-needs-to-self-isolate/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-universities-colleges-and-student-accommodation-providers/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-universities-colleges-and-student-accommodation-providers/pages/overview/
https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/coronavirus/term-two
https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid19vaccineinvitations


 

People living in Scotland are all being offered vaccines and when you return you will 
be part of the Scottish population and offered all vaccinations as normal. 
 
 
11) I am from another part of the UK and planning to study in Scotland. Will I 
still be able to receive my first/second vaccine dose in Scotland? 
 
Answer: Yes, you will be vaccinated in Scotland. Your institution is working on this 

with your local Health Board and will provide further details in due course 
 
 
12) I currently live in Scotland but will be moving to another part of the UK to 

study for the next academic year. How do I ensure I receive my first/second 
dose? 

 
Answer:  Yes, you will be able to receive the vaccines you need within the other UK 

countries. Please visit their relevant websites (links to be added). 
to find out more; and consider registering with a local doctor in the area you will be 
living in. The institution you are studying at may also be able to provide information 
on a local doctor’s practice.  

 
 
13) What about booster vaccinations? 
 

Answer: You may also need a booster at some point in the future. You should also 

consider registering with a local doctor’s practice, if you have not already done so. 
When you register with a practice, you go on to a national patient database and get a 
Community Health Index (CHI) number which helps NHS Scotland invite you for key 

health care. More information on registering with a local doctor’s practice can be 
found at: General practice services | NHS inform 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/care-support-and-rights/nhs-services/doctors/general-practice-services

